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with selfless spirit and service outlook is imperative. To aid those
who suffer and are in trouble is the present-day task. Some are
born weak as a result of heredity; some become helpless and disabled
due to the vagaries of nature. Many people become refugees
because of floods, epidemics and famine; their situation is miserable
and deplorable. Deserted wives, prostitutes, insane persons,
diseased men and women and orphans are large in number. Some
people are oppressed by tradition and superstition; some others are
burnt for not bringing in additional dowry, yet others are victims of
violence and injustice. The unemployed, the hungry, and the victims
of violence by husbands are losing heart due to excessive suffering.
They become desperate because of their inability to escape from
the vicious clutches of several social evils and resort to suicide. The
first step in social service is to instil courage in the minds of the
oppressed. To help them physically, financially and in terms of
moveable and immoveable property, to get them aid and help through
individuals, institutions and Government is one kind of social service.

Now, reverting to the question whether social service is
possible nowadays it must be stated that nothing is impossible for
a human being today. It has to be noted that the society of our
times has become rotten. Corruption, immorality and black marketing
have assumed gigantic proportions. Almost every commodity is
being adulterated. Even the life-sustaining drugs are not free from
adulteration. Communal disputes are on the increase. Discrimination
on the basis of caste reigns supreme. Women are looked down
upon. The population is growing at an abnormal rate. Unemployment
is increasing. Violence and exploitation are rampant. Rapes and
atrocities have become every day occurrences.

There is a feeling of despair when one is confronted with the
questions as to how, and in what manner social service can be done
in this situation. The idea that it is difficult to perform service gets
rooted. Whoever is criticised for corruption is likely to take up the
issue with the critics. Oh! how many obstacles! How many hurdles!
Pondering over this situation makes a person wonder what he can
do. Yet there are active workers who try to tackle the issues boldly.
That a human being is a thinking animal, and that a person is given
to hope, reason and will is the factor that impels persons to take
up the difficult task of social service. Food, rest and sex are-
necessary for animals. Humans have an appetite for knowledge.
Passion for knowledge and experience, and enthusiasm for life are
inherent in them. They feel pained to see social ills* They are
moved; they crave to remedy the situation. They cannot enjoy a